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Project Background

How was this 
map created?

Who is discussing drought 
in NC, and how often?

How can I find 
out about local 

conditions?

What does the 
forecast show?

How is this 
affecting my sector?

Why doesn’t this map 
reflect conditions I’m 
seeing in my area?



Official Project Title: “Innovating Approaches to Drought 
Communications with North Carolina Decision Makers”

Code Name: Project Nighthawk

Funding: 







Key Findings
• Use and Usability: balance of visuals and 

translated text

• Access and Discoverability: “Tune in” to existing 
information channels

• Transparency: proactive (vs. reactive) 
communications



What to communicate?
1. What’s the status? And why?

2. About the drought monitoring proces s

3. How does  this  affect me?

4. What can we expect in the future?



No “One Size Fits All”
Water resources

• When there is a 
drought

• When the drought 
is affecting them

Agriculture and Forestry

• When we’re in a 
drought or not

• What to expect in the 
future? (forecast)



What did we create?



Story map describing NC 
DMAC and weekly process

Ideas for content  and layout  of 
ncdrought.org website

Priority: NC DMAC descriptive resources

Factsheets describing the DMAC 
and drought monitoring process

http://www.ncdrought.org/


Available online: https :/ / climate.ncsu.edu/ drought_comm

Factsheets 
Describing Past 
NC Droughts

https://climate.ncsu.edu/drought_comm




Available online:
https :/ / climate.ncs u.edu/
drought_comm

https://climate.ncsu.edu/drought_comm


Priority: Relate forecasted conditions to drought, local- and sector-specific effects



Sustainability and Access
Resources available on:
• https://ncdrought.org

Project archive: 
• https://climate.ncsu.edu/drought_comm

https://ncdrought.org
http://climate.ncsu.edu/drought_comm


What’s next? 
• Internet of Water - Water Supply Dashboard

• Weekly Drought Update and Short Range Outlook 
Infographics

• Future funding opportunities



Thank you!

https://climate.ncsu.edu/drought_com
m
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