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From the US Drought Monitor, with input from the NC DMAC

Category Current Coverage Change Since Last Week

D0: Abnormally Dry 45.30% -0.01%

D1: Moderate Drought 26.93% 0.00%

D2: Severe Drought 1.59% 0.00%

D3: Extreme Drought 0.00% 0.00%

D4: Exceptional Drought 0.00% 0.00%

Statewide Coverage by Category

Elizabeth City had 1.32 inches of rainfall 
earlier this week, but it remains 2.7 inches 
below normal over the past three months.

Lake Norman saw little to no change in 
elevation this week, and it remains 0.7 

feet below its seasonal target level.

The Main Takeaway
Light rain and cooler temperatures helped us avoid any 
degradation but weren’t enough for any improvements 
either, leaving about 29% of North Carolina in drought.

This Week’s Summary
Scattered rain – and even snow – showers earlier this 
week totaled about half an inch of liquid precipitation in 
most areas, with with higher amounts in the southwest 
and northeast. While that didn’t make much of a dent in 
our long-term rainfall deficits, it did help level off topsoil 
moisture content and streamflows, which have mostly 
been in the normal range after recent weeks’ rainfall.

Next Week’s Outlook
Our temperatures will warm into the 70s this weekend 
before a cold front moves in on Sunday. Rain showers 
are possible on Tuesday, but totals should be very light.

After reaching low levels in October, 
streamflows on the Neuse River are 
still holding in the normal range now.

For your local drought status, visit www.ncdrought.org

Last Week’s Drought Status

While it was a drier-than-normal week in 
terms of liquid totals, the Great Smokies saw 
more than 4 inches of snow on Monday night.


