
North Carolina Drought Update
For the assessment period ending June 15, 2021

This Week’s Drought Monitor of North Carolina Map

Last Week’s Drought Map

Statewide Condition Summary
What’s Changed? More heavy rain across eastern NC last 
week has seen a significant reduction in the extent of 
Abnormally Dry (D0) and Moderate Drought (D1) 
conditions, plus the removal of Severe Drought (D2).

What’s New? Two or more inches of rain fell in most 
areas south and east of Raleigh, surging streamflows 
above normal. Meanwhile, with only scattered rain across 
western NC, some areas are beginning to dry out.

What’s Next? Hot and generally dry weather is expected 
through the weekend. Uncertainty increases early next 
week, as a developing tropical system in the Gulf of 
Mexico could eventually bring rain to parts of NC.

Statewide Coverage By Category

Category Coverage              
This Week

Change Since       
Last Week

D0: Abnormally Dry 42.96% -3.74%

D1: Moderate Drought 11.00% -14.07%

D2: Severe Drought 0.00% -1.17%

D3: Extreme Drought 0.00% 0.00%

D4: Exceptional Drought 0.00% 0.00%

In the past two weeks, more than 10 inches 
of rain has fallen in parts of Pitt and Beaufort 
counties, including 10.40” in Greenville.

While not yet Abnormally Dry, reports in
Polk and Cleveland counties suggest fields are 
drying and crop stress is on the verge of emerging.

Falls Lake dropped below its guide curve 
earlier this month, but is now back above 

that target level after the recent rainfall.

This infographic was created by

From the US Drought Monitor, authored by Curtis Riganti (National Drought Mitigation Center) 
with input from the North Carolina Drought Management Advisory Council (ncdrought.org)

Moderate Drought persists at the southern coast, 
where streamflows remain below normal and showers 
have been spotty in western Brunswick County.
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