
North Carolina Drought Update
For the assessment period ending January 14, 2020

This Week’s Drought Monitor of North Carolina Map

Last Week’s Drought Map
A PRODUCT OF PROJECT NIGHTHAWK

https://climate.ncsu.edu/nighthawk

From the US Drought Monitor, authored by Curtis Riganti (National Drought Mitigation Center) with
input from the North Carolina Drought Management Advisory Council (ncdrought.org)

Since the peak of drought conditions in 
mid-October, the western half of the 
state is more than 6 inches above its 
normal precipitation. The southern 
Mountains received 2”+ last week.

Reservoirs across the 
state are in good shape, 
with levels at or near 
seasonal targets.

The 7-day and 28-day averaged 
streamflows remain near to 
below-normal in the D0 region.

Statewide Condition Summary

What’s New? The entire state received precipitation last 
week, but the coast was driest with less than half an 
inch. Dry conditions aren’t getting much worse, but 
rainfall deficits remain.

What’s Changed? Not much! For the fifth consecutive 
week, North Carolina’s drought map looks the same, 
with Abnormal Dryness in the northern and central 
Coastal Plain.

What’s Next? Expect the same sort of precipitation 
gradient across the state next week, with the highest 
totals (1 to 2”) in the west and less in the east. 
Temperatures will be a bit more seasonable, though.
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The Outer Banks are 1 to 
3 inches below their 
normal rainfall over the 
past month.


